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Coffee has a unique place in Italian culture, and MUMAC is a museum
that celebrates the development and history of the coffee machine.
It was built to mark the centenary of one of Italy’s largest coffee-
machine manufacturers, Cimbali. The company was established by
Giuseppe Cimbali in 1912 in Milan; the earliest coffee makers were
“column machines” with coal- or wood-fired vertical boilers. Since
those early days, Cimbali has grown into a huge business with three
factories producing 200 machines a day. MUMAC is located in the
grounds of Cimbali's headquarters and production plant near Milan,
occupying a former warehouse, which was specially converted into a
visitor attraction. The museum space is a rectangular block that has
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been given a sinuous new shell supported on a lattice frame; the
visitor enters via a curving, high-walled corridor leading up to the
main entrance. There is an exhibition space, a library known as
“world of coffee,” with an archive of 15,000 documents related to
the subject, and a museum with 200 coffee machines, occupying in
total 19,375 square feet (1,800 square meters). The facade is clad in
composite metal strips in the brand color of Cimbali—scarlet—which
are arranged to suggest the flowing movement of poured coffee.
The purpose of the space means there is no need for major openings
in the facade—as a result, there are simply horizontal slits between
the metal panels. At night, they create a backlit grid of light.



